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PEACE AND SLAVERY; 

OK, THE BEARINGS OF THE SLATE ISSUE UPON OUK COUNTRY'S 
FUTURE PEACE. 

The last Advocate cf Peace contains an editorial which has moved my 
own thoughts. It calls us lo the home-work, — to the care of peace in our 
own country. In one of our territories civil war has commenc-.'d. As this 
involves the great question which divides the nation, it may lead to a general 
civil war. Every sensible man perceives the possibility of this. 

Have the friends of peace anything to do in the case ? Yes, surely such 
things as any good citizen may do for the peace of the nation, the American 
Peace Society may do as individuals, and by its organ.* Let us measure the 
ground, and consider faithfnlly what the crisis requires of us, and let us do 
our duly faithfully. It may be that our God will help us to do the right 
thing at the right time, in the true spirit of peace. 

It is felt by all people, that the elements at work in this conflict of reli- 
gious principles, political aspirations, money interests, and the mighty antag- 
onisms of the press, make it a difficult field for men of peace to work in. 
One of the most available, however, to work out peace or war, is the ballot- 
box. Every four yeais it shows our yrogress towards civil war, a stronger 
purpose in the parties for and against slavery, and this develops more con- 
flicting elements. 

Not long since the annexation of Texas, with permission to make five 
slave States, and the war with Mexico, were gained by the ballot box. Fol- 
lowing this gain, there was the gain of the fugitive law, which is an exten- 
sion of war upon the colored American slave, by depriving him of protec- 
tion in the free States or Territories, yielding every foot of soil in the Uni- 
ted States as a place of war upon fugitives. The repeal of the Missouri 
Compromise followed, making every American Territory a field of war be- 
tween the propagators of slaves and of liberty. These were gains for war 
and slavery at the ballot box of the free States. 

At the election just past the contest at the ballot box, with increased ear- 
nestness, and in the face of civil war in Kansas, was, whellier all the 
Territories shall be saved to liberty and peace, or consigned to slavery and 
war. It is well known that the increase of the power of slavery increases 
the causes of war. So soon as slavery is strong enough it will have Cuba, 
and Hayti, and Jamaica, and Mexico, and Central America. It will, if pos- 

* This article, though somewhat aside from our usual course of discussion, de- 
serves very serious consideration in the present and prospective condition of our 
country. We should be glad to regard its le iding topic a side issue, but we fear it 
will too soon be found to lie directly across the path of our caus>*. It is a pregnant 
and far-reaching question. Let not only peace men, but all patriots, look to it in 
season and arignt. — Ed. 
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eible, reclaim the fugitive slaves from the British government in Canada.* It 
will open the slave trade with Africa. These things cannot be done with- 
out war with England and Mexico, and, I suppose, with the free States, and 
with all civilzation. Any other evil that enters the thoughts of man is less 
than that slavery shall have control of this government and this continent 
for a thousand years to come. It is not likely that the slave power can pass 
into the control of this continent without a conflict. These contests at our 
ballot-bot box for the executive and legislative officers of the nation are 
settling the question for war and slavery, or for liberty and peace, during 
the succeeding centuries. 

Carlisle has said, that " by any ballot-box Judas will go as far as Jesus." 
This is a distrust of the present capabilities of any nation for self-govern- 
ment, a distrust, of the success of any government founded on a written con- 
stitution and free suffrage, through a deficiency of virtuous principles in the 
popular heart. The popular will interprets the constitution, and sways it to 
that will. Our own Republic confirms the remark of Carlisle. Up to this 
hour, by our ballot-box, Judas has gone as far as Jesus, and is gaining upon 
him, a little ahead of him, if anything, at this time, though behind at the 
start. 

Here, then, at the ballot-box is a place for all who love peace to work for 
liberty and peace. Let every man feel sure that in the result of this great con- 
flict every man who votes for liberty votes also for peace. Let every man as- 
sure himself, that in this nation, and this age of it, the vote for liberty is a vote 
for peace. If peace can be preserved at home, it must be by trusting the 
government to men who love justice and love liberty. 

2. Justice ii the conservative principle of peace. Injustice is the fruitful 
cause of war in all the world. At this very moment, I ask you to observe 
the influence of slavery, as it is corrupting and crushing out of the minds of 
the people of the slave and the free States, the pure sentiment of justice. 

It makes the slave-owners familiar with injustice. They are trained from 
infancy to execute injustice. It is infused into everything, individual and 
social, in their opinions, their sayings and their acts. Injustice toward the 
slave shares in the regulation of their hands, their plantations, their child- 
ren, and their churches. It regulates their choice in marriage, and their will 
at death. It accompanies their every day of life — discourses to them in 
every newspaper — shapes their every opinion of men, and things, and na- 
tions, and is a part of all their laws, and courts, and policies. Injustice is a 
corporate policy of everything belonging to the slave-owner from the cradle 
to the grave, including his heart, his Bible, his soul, and his Saviour. In- 
justice is the " green eyed monster " before their minds wherever they turn 
them — before their eyes, wherever they open them, — and before their hearts 
wherever they use them. Their wills, and hearts, and imaginations, all the 
moral life of their souls, become penetrated with injustice. They are regen- 
erated into it ; it is the centre of their love and hate to all mankind, and to 

* A thing quite as difficult as the conquest of Canada itself.— Ed. 
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all superior beings, to all mankind. The slave-owners are the enemies of 
all people who reprove slavery — of all books and thoughts reproving sla- 
very — of all individual men and women who reprove their slavery. There- 
fore they do injustice to all Christians outside of slavery, and are, in fact, in 
Christian harmony with no Protestant churches that reprove ownership in 
man. The Quakers left their territories years ago, and other conscien- 
tious, heavenly-minded people are spearating from them. 

They are the enemies of all governments, and of all institutions of educa- 
tion, that reprove the owning of property in man. They are the violent 
enemies of the representative men of the free States who testify against 
slavery. They make war upon these men. They are enemies to every civ- 
ilized nation in exact proportion as each nation testifies against slavery. 
This enmity is as enduring and as unjust, as is their love of slavery. 

The slave owners are enemies to all superior beings who testify against 
slavery. Their enmity follows the men of this world into the future. They 
are offended with the saints who go to heaven from a life of labor against 
slavery. Granville Sbarpe, Thomas Clarkson, William Wilberforce, and J. 
Q. Adams, are not names known to their literature as good men. The an- 
gels, the Bible, and the God they pray to and worship, secure the good will 
of slave owners no further than they appear sound (!) on this creed of 
slavery. Neither the angels, nor the saints, nor the Creator, would be 
tolerated by them in the support of justice to the slaves. In their pride and 
aristocracy they would, like the devil, make war against heaven to keep 
their possessions. 

In passing over to injustice, slavery has changed the high relations of 
slave-owners to earth and to heaven, from principle to policy and expediency. 
Their first question in the State and in the Church is, the policy of any act as 
it will influence our slavery. It is policy to contjol our government to suit sla- 
very. It is policy to hate all governments opposing slavery. Not the prin- 
ciple of justice, but the policy 1>f slavery, governs every vote and act. Among 
the distinguished men of the world, it is expedient to anathematize those 
■who do not love slavery. It is expedient to interpret the Bible in favor of 
the kind of slavery existing in each State, and to condemn all different in- 
terpretations. It is expedient to conform our churches to our slave-laws and 
usages, and to execrate all churches which call slavery a sin. Not principle, 
but the policy of the thing, governs opinion, individual, social, political, mer- 
cantile, and religious, of man and his interests, of God and his command- 
ments. 

This injustice and oppression to the slave rapidly depraves the owners. 
The history of the world past declares this. Injustice to the slave creates in 
the heart and life of the owner injustice towards all free nations and free 
states, and free peoples, and free churches, and free press, and a free Bible ; 
for thay pervert its meaning because it teaches the love of liberty and jus- 
tice, and has no respect to the owner more than to his property. They are 
rapidly losing the most precious of all things — the good will of God. As 
fast as they ar« falling into the loss of the good will of the civilized world 
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and of God, so fast the hope of their reform is wasting away. All the 
moral power and purpose of recovery within themselves is wasting away. 

Their educated habits of injustice towards one class of people — the slaves 
— make their policy towa'ds the free States an increasing injustice ; and as 
they treat those whom they bind, and those whom the Union binds to them, 
so by and by the whole world, and the Creator of it. 

This injustice, carried on by succeeding Presidents and cabinets, by 
the Senate, by the supreme court, by subordinate officers, sustained by 
the ballot-box, and stultifying the people of the free States into a cooperation 
with this injustice for several centuries — this condition of America is the 
most fearful calamity'hat the human mind can see in the future of man. 

The danger of civil and international wars increases in exact proportion 
with the increase of the slave power, and its injustice.* Injustice is the most 
sure and fruitful source of war. Justice, Liberty, Peace — " these are one 
and inseparable, now and forever." Whoever prays for the one prays for 
all ; whoever gives to advance the one, gives to them all ; whoever votes for 
the one, votes for the three. 

* It cannot be denied, that the foreign policy dictated by the slave interest, has 
sometimes, as in the Oregon and North -Eastern boundary question with England, 
pleaded st.ongly for peace ; but its general, inevitable tendency must be to involve 
us in war more than all other causes put together. — En. 



THE WASTE OF WAR. 

Give me the gold that war has cost, 

Before this peace-expanding day — 
The wasted skill, v ,he labor lost, 

The mental treasure thrown away; 
And I will buy each rood of soil 

In every yet discovered land, 
Where hunters roam, where peasants toll, 

Where many-peopled cities stand. 

I'll clothe each shivering wr%tch on earth 

In needful, nay, in brave attire; 
"Vesture befitting banquet mirth, 

Which kings might envy and admire. 
In every vale, on every plain, 

A school shall glad the gazer's sight, 
Where every poor man's child may gain 

Pure knowledge, free as air and light. 

In every crowded town shall rise 

Halls Academic, amply graced, 
Where ignorance may soon be wise, 

And coarseness learn both art and taste. 
To every province shall belong 

Collegiate structures, and not few, 
Fill'd with a truth-exploring throng, 

And teachers of the good and true. 

In every free and peopled clime, 

A vast W alhalla hall shall stand, 
A maible edifice sublime, 

For the illustrious of the land; 
A Pantheon for the truly great, 

The wise, beneficent and jusc ; 
A place of wide and lofty state 

To honor or to hold their dust. 



